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Mining Industry Fatalities � Adjournment Debate 
HON JON FORD (Mining and Pastoral) [5.18 pm]: I rise this evening to talk about a tragedy in Western 
Australia; namely, the escalating rate of deaths in the mining industry. Today we heard a report about a 
scaffolder who died at 3.00 am after falling from construction scaffolding in the BHP Newman hub expansion 
project. This is a tragedy for the worker�s family and for his fellow workers. It is also a tragedy for the industry. 
The Minister for Mines and Petroleum said in answer to a question I asked him today that there had been nine 
fatalities on BHP Billiton Ltd sites in five years. That is true. In fact, there have also been five fatalities in iron 
ore operations in nine months. A number of those nine fatalities in five years occurred at its hot briquetted iron 
operations in Port Hedland. That is nothing short of a disgrace. In my opinion, BHP is a disgrace. It is a disgrace 
to the industry. It is a disgrace to have it operating in this manner in Western Australia. It is bad for Western 
Australia�s reputation. It is bad for the mining sector�s reputation. There is no justification for these ongoing 
fatalities. This issue is personal. Those nine people are not just numbers. I knew three of those people; they were 
friends of mine. I was also acquainted with two of those people through my day-to-day business as a member of 
Parliament. I have worked in some pretty dangerous environments in underground mining, surface mining and 
oil and gas operations and I can tell members that if people put their mind to it, they can make just about any 
workplace safe. It is 2009, yet we are allowing people to be killed at an alarming rate. I will give the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum some advice. He is going to talk to BHP. I can guess what BHP will say to him. 

Hon Norman Moore: I have talked to companies before in this job and they�ve got off their backsides. If this lot 
don�t, then we�ll take action. 

Hon JON FORD: I am glad to hear that. The last time I spoke to BHP it was just before the election and after 
the two tragedies within a fortnight at the Yandi mine. It was made very clear to me that it was the responsibility 
of its contractor, HWE Mining, even though the contractor was working at its mine, and that it was to do with 
the workers. I was told by a mine manager that he had never lost anybody on the site during his shift in 20 years. 

The Ritter report was released in 2004. The deaths at the HBI operations and some deaths on Finucane Island 
were considered. BHP told us that it would deal with the issues after the incidents at Yandi. Worker after worker 
after worker�they were mostly safety representatives�have told me that when they bring something to the 
attention of BHP, it is made very clear to them that they should not pursue the matter because BHP believes it is 
a union plot. However, when we talk to BHP, we are told that it has told its workers from the highest level that if 
they do not feel safe, they can stop work. There was a big dispute about spotters on the back of dump trucks 
when drivers were worried about going over the edge. That is a good example, Minister Moore. If the minister 
looks at the procedures that Rio Tinto Ltd has adopted for dumping ore on its pits compared with those of BHP 
Billiton, he will see a significant difference. 

BHP also uses the excuse that these people are contractors, not direct employees, so BHP has nothing to do with 
any issues. When I worked for Woodside Petroleum Ltd�a major employer in the oil and gas industry�all our 
contractors� safety statistics were included in our overall performance. When I was an officer of that company, 
the company took responsibility for everybody who worked for it. BHP dodges its responsibilities. I have tried 
not to pick on one particular company, but enough is enough. This company does not deserve to operate in 
Western Australia at this time. A company cannot continue to kill people at this rate. Can members imagine the 
community outrage if this many soldiers or police officers had died over the same period? Yet this one particular 
company is killing workers at a completely unacceptable rate. I hope that after Minister Moore talks with BHP, 
somewhere in that rhetoric he will threaten it with the suspension of its production licence. 

I think there should be another inquiry. The minister can make that assessment and I will ask him about that 
when we next sit. A non-allied industry with a good safety record, such as the oil and gas or aviation industry, 
should look at what the heck this company is doing wrong. We owe it to the workers in Western Australia. In 
2009 people have the right, and should have the expectation, to go to work and come home alive, not in a box. 
These are traumatic experiences for the people involved in these accidents. It is not like a situation in which 
somebody wakes up in the morning to find that a person has died in his sleep. The people involved in these 
accidents have their heads taken off or they have pieces of steel go straight through them. These people are 
crushed into two parts, and they lie there for 20 or 25 minutes talking to their families, but when the implement 
that has crushed them is pulled away, they die. These are very traumatic incidents. We need to do something 
about this. These accidents have to stop, for the sake of our workers and their families and society. I would like 
members to reflect on that. I would certainly like the government to reflect on that. It is in its hands. I know that 
the minister has expressed his distress to me privately and in the house. I hope he can bring this disreputable 
company to account. 
 


